Principles of Retardant Application

• Determine tactics direct or indirect based on fire size-up and resources available.

• Establish an anchor point and work from it. 
• Use the proper drop height.

• Apply proper coverage levels. 

• Drop downhill and down-sun when feasible.

• Drop into the wind for best accuracy.

• Maintain honest evaluation and effective communication between the ground and air.

• Use direct attack only when ground support is available or extinguishment is feasible.

• Plan drops so they can be extended or intersected effectively.

• Monitor retardant effectiveness and adjust its use accordingly.
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Model | FB | Level Range Description

NFDRS RAVI00RE | (galisee)

ALS 1 1 100-150 | Annual & perennial western grasses: tundra

c 2 Conifer with grass

HR. s 2 151250 | Shortneedle closed conifer: summer hardwood
EPU o Longneedle conifer: fall hardwood

T 2 Sagebrush with grass.

N 3 3 251400 | Sawgrass

F s Intermediate brush (green)

K 1 Light slash

G 10 401-600 | Shortncedle conifer (heavy dead litter)

o B 601-800 | Southern rough

FO. 6 Intermediate brush (cured): Alaska black spruce
B.O. 4 | Greater Greater | Califonia mixed chaparral: high pocosin

3 12 | than6 | than800 | Medium slash

1 13 Heavy slash
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